1. Because too much was attempted at one time ; viz., to regulate the practice of physicians, and surgeons, and general practitioners in one bill.
2. Because it was contemplated to suppress some existing medical institution or institutions, by withdrawing from them privileges long exercised, as they thought, for the public good.
3. By proposing to create a new medical incorporation ; which would have certainly injured or destroyed one or more of those pre-existing. 4 . By proposing for the executive medical head of the profession a representative council, chosen by the several medical institutions.
5. By attempting to define too precisely the requisite qualifications and the privileges of the three ranks of the profession, and to separate them in three distinct registers.
As the medical institutions, possessing, more or less, the right of practice, of one kind or another, in one part or another of the United Kingdom, are twenty in number, it is evident that no medical bill has any chance of success without avoiding these errors, unless it be pushed through Parliament in face of a considerable dissentient minority of these bodies, by the weight and influence of Government; which, whether rightly or wrongly, has been hitherto refused on such terms.
The accompanying draft of a bill is suggested, as being entirely free of all the preceding objections.
1. It proposes to confine legislation, in the first instance, only to the general practitioner, on the grounds?1. That this is the class in whose qualifications the public are most widely interested ; and, 2 That the regulation of the higher classes of the profession may be safely left, for the present, to the discretion and honourable rivalry of the bodies which now govern them.
2. It provides for a uniform system of qualification by education and examinations for general practice, as essential for entering any branch of professional practice in any part of the United Kingdom.
3. It proposes to confer a reciprocity of right of practice in all parts of the kingdom, by providing that any of the present medical titles, which now convey a right to practise any branch of medicine in some division, or some part of a division, of the United Kingdom, shall convey henceforth the privilege of practising medicine, in its several branches, in any part of the kingdom, provided the education required for the said title, and the examinations conducted by the said bodies, singly or conjunctly, shall comprise at least the education and examinations to be required by sect That within three months of its appointment, the said medical council shall determine the course of study and amount of examination, without which no one shall be permitted to enter upon medical practice, and also to fix the age under which certificate or license to practise shall not be given. That the whole matters as to amount of study, examination, and age, shall be reconsidered by the medical council at least once in every three years ; and that their determination thereon shall remain in force until the same be altered by the council.
8. That the degrees, or diplomas, or licenses, as physicians, or surgeons, or apothecaries, of all the universities in Great Britain and Ireland, and other corporations within the kingdom, at present authorised to confer such (and which several universities and corporations are named in Schedule B hereunto annexed), shall be recognised by the council as qualifications for registration with a view to practice ; provided that, as to all persons entering on medical practice after the passing of this act, the requirements established by the council as to course of study, the mode and extent of examination, and age, shall have been fulfilled by the said universities and corporations, excepting in so far as the same shall have been dispensed with by the council, in favour of medical students whose medical studies were commenced before the passing of this act.
9. That it shall be lawful for the said medical council to make regulations for dispensing with such parts of the study and examination fixed under this act as to them shall seem fit, in favour of medical students whose medical studies were commenced before the passing of this act.
10. That, for the purposes of such examination, any two or more of the said corporations, whose examinations separately do not embrace the whole course of examination so to be prescribed, may, with the sanction of the said medical council, either combine and unite in making the examination, or may each make their own part of the examination ; provided that, in the one way or in the other way, the whole of the prescribed examination shall take place by corporations named in said Schedule B. 11. That, in order to ensure efficiency and equality of examination, all the members of the medical council, or any person appointed by the medical coun-1 cil, or by one of the said sub-councils, shall have free access to all examinations of students or candidates, and to the records of such examinations, and shall also have right to accompany them to hospitals or infirmaries.
12. That if, at any time, the council shall be satisfied that any university or corporation is not complying with and carrying into effect each and all of the requirements previously established by the council as aforesaid, or is granting, conferring, or issuing degrees, diplomas, or licenses without such requirements having been all complied with, the council shall be, and hereby is empowered and required, when and as often and so long as this occurs, to refuse to recognise as qualifications for registration each and all of the degrees, diplomas, or licenses granted, conferred, or issued by such university or corporation during the period when the requirements of the council were, or any of them was, not complied with : That all resolutions of the council with regard to these, or any of these matters, shall be entered in the minutes or record of the council, and be signed by the president of the meeting, or otherwise authenticated as the council shall direct; and that a copy or extract, signed by the registrar, and sealed or stamped with the seal of the council, shall be evidence in all courts and places whatever, as well of such resolution and of such minute, as of all matters and facts therein embraced and stated. He reportfed this to Dr Hall. Dr Menzies stated that his own duties were overwhelming?in hospital all day, and frequently up the whole night; plenty of writing also, so that inspection of other hospitals was out of the question. As to clean linen for the hospitals, the purveyor had persons, he said, cleaning it; but after the battle of Inkermann these people would never do anything. Sick arrived in hundreds, and the surgeons were overwhelmed.
The Barrack Hospital soon became more filthy ; the purveyor lived in the hospital; but the accounts in the public press were all overdrawn. He never saw fseces at all on the floor?this was quite a mistake. He was next examined, or rather cross-examined, as to whether, as the men's pay was stopped while in hospital, they got the value of it in medicine and medical comforts ; to which he made the sensible answer, "they all got such supplies as the medical officers considered necessary; but if a patient was labouring under bad inflammation, it would be improper to give him the full value in wine or brandy for which he would ask." One man might have been mistaken for another in some one solitary instance as to the number of his bed; but thia was the fault of the purveyor living in the hospital, not the surgeons'; such a thing never came to his knowledge. The Commission of Inquiry came out on the 4th of November ; they are going over matters yet. Miss Nightingale proposed to see to the washing, but he told her it was the purveyor's business. During all November we had plenty of medicines ; during the entire time he was there he found no deficiency of medicine. The witness was asked several other questions as to the landing of the sick, which was done as well as could be under all the circumstances. Mr W. H. Flower, surgeon of the 63d Regiment, was examined on the 27th, and corroborated many of the points already published. The strength of hia regiment was 980 men. The medicine-chest was left at Varna for want of transport; the opium, though supplied in large quantities, was soon exhausted from the dysentery and diarrhoea amongst the troops ; in fact, purgative medicines were left on hand; they never regained their medicines from Varna ! His regiment had ten stretchers and two ambulance waggons; the men's " packs" were left on board when they landed in the Crimea, of which they complained very much ; but this was a strategic move of Lord Raglan's. After Alma he had sixty sick and wounded a day. Operations were done " out of doors," and under every possible disadvantage; even the new hospital tents were supplied rotten, and let in the wet; the sick came in wet ; all was damp and dreary. Medicines were deficient at Balaklava. The knapsacks were not given to the men, but it was a " regulation of the service." As to chloroform, he disapproved of Dr Hall's order, and used it.
Dr On Wednesday (March 28th) the Committee sat again, and the examination of Dr Menzies was continued : When he said on the previous day that he "did not know his duties," he meant that his position was anomalous. When Dr Cumming came out, witness considered him his superior officer. Dr Cumming gave directions in the hospital, and witness supposed that Dr Cumming superseded him for the time being, and that he had no right to dispute Dr Cumming's orders. In the strict letter of the law, being himself responsible, he ought not to allow another to do that for which he alone was respon- 
